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Period f ~r £ e ™ ,UNGDATEofth 'sc mmunicatlon appears on th cover sh eet with the correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MUNTH(S) FROM 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 May 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Hn^Hin?^ 1 ? 1 ' 0 " iS 5 i° nditi0n for allowanc e except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
DispositioS of Claims ^ PraCti ° e Expa " e Quayte ' 1935 C D " 1 1 453 O G - 213 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEl Claim(s) 1.2.4 and 5 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 3 and 6-14 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

^3M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IElAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. E Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) national btage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 
a > D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r~l . . • ~ 

2) □ Notice of Oraftsperson-s Patent Dra* g Review (PTO-948) 5 H JET n »*" •*>» . 

3, H .nfom^on DfeCosure Statement*, (PTO-1449)PaptrNo!s) <LZ- 6, □ ^ < PT °- 152 > 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1. Tke following is a quotation of tke appropriate paragrapks of 35 U.S.C. 102 tkat form 
tke kasis for tke rejections under tkis section made in tkis Office action: 

A person skall ke entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) tke invention was descriked in (1) an appkcation for patent, pukksked under section 122(k), ky anotker filed 

Patent C I Z A I ^jrfr W A 6 ^ Cant f °' ^ « (2) a patent granted on an appkcationlor 
patent ky anotker filed m tke Uruted States kefore tke invention ky tke appkcant for patent, except Lt an 

sllct ^°l in iei t^?*^ » SeCWOn 351 < 3 > shaU W ^ ^ ior purpose of tkis 
S t A " U 3 T f"" 7* Uni H St t S ODly tf ^ -^ional appkcation designate United 
States and was pukksked under Article 21(2) of suck treaty in tke Engksk language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4 & 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as keing anticipated ky USP 

6,107,100 to Dakovic (kerein referred to as "Dakovic"). 

Dakovic teackes a metkod for quantitatively determining a sulfur-containing analyte 

comprising: comkining tke analyte witk a Zn-kydroxide compound (metal compound) and a 
nitroprusside (metal indicator/ckromopkore); and determining tke degree of resultant color 
formation. Tke analyte may ke komocysteine wkerein an additional compound may ke used to 
furtker reduce tke komocysteine prior to determination. Tkis step will faciktate tke formation of 
sulfide ions. Col. 5, lines 41-47, explicitly details measuring tkiol formation (contains sulfide 
ions) ky comkining Z inc and nitroprusside witk a komocysteine sample and noting a degree of 
color formation. At numerous otker instances, tke specification details measuring tke 
aksorkance of said color formation. See akstract; col. 2, ines 20-29; col. 3, knes 55-58; col. 4, 
lines 20-35, 43-60; col. 5, lines 33-60; col. 8, claims. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3 & 6-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, tut would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of trie limitations of tbe base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

4. Tne following is a statement of reasons for tke indication of allowable subject matter: tbe 
prior art does not teacb or suggest a metkod for quantitatively determining bydrogen sulfide or 
sulfide ions wberein eitber pyridylazo or nitrosoaminopbenol are used as tbe metal indicator. 
Furtber, tbe prior art does not teacb or suggest a metbod for quantitatively determining bydrogen 
sulfide or sulfide ions wberein a metal ion/compound and a metal indicator wbicb reacts witb tbe 
metal ion/compound to form a color are used in conjunction witb a specific substance and a 
component wbicb acts on tbe specific substance to form bydrogen sulfide or sulfide ions. Tbe 
closest prior art is considered to be USP 5,985,540 tbat does not teacb tbe aforementioned. 

Conclusion 

Tbe prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See discussion above of USP 5,985,540. 

Any inquiry concerning tbis communication or earlier communications from tbe 
examiner sbould be directed to Monique T. Cole wbose telepkone number is 703-305-0447. 
Tbe examiner can normally be reacbed on Monday-Tbursday from 6:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reacb tbe examiner by telepbone are unsuccessful, tbe examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reacbed on 703-308-4037. Tbe fax pbone number for tbe 
organization wbere tkis application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to tke status of tins application or proceeding 
skould ke directed to tke receptionist wnose telepkone numker is 703-306-0661. 

Momque T. Cole 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1743 
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